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which the Panama Canal Zone once formed a part
before being taken over by the United States, was the
seat of an inquiry reccntly, which revealed the fact
that no fewer than 20,000 lepers existed in that
country. According to Dr. Dyer, the United States
is the only Government of any importance that
does nothing towards the treatment and pre-
vention of leprosy within its own borders at
home, and he therefore urges Congress to
deal with the matter before it is too late.
We think that perhaps Dr. Dyer and his supporters
are inclined to take a too gloomy view of the
situation. It is believed at the present time by
many experts that leprosy is only feebly contagious,
and that for the propagation of the infection a very
unhygienic environment is necessary. In Europe
the disappearance of the disease has been associated
with the removal of overcrowding of dwellings, the
keeping of houses and persons in a cleanly condi-
tion, and the securing that human food shall be

good in quality as well as sufficient in quantity,
and if cases of leprosy are imported they must be
treated under conditions of strict surgical cleanli-
ness. When these points are carefully attended to
there seems little likelihood that leprosy will
spread, more especially in countries which possess
efficient sanitary administration.

INFECTION WITH THE BOVINE TUBERCLE
BACILLUS.

THE communicability of the bovine tuberculous
viruses from animal to man has been definitely
proved, but the frequency with which such an
infection takes place still gives rise to much
difference of opinion. The majority of observers
maintain that pulmonary tuberculosis is generally
due to the human bacillus, being rarely caused by
the bovine type, but that tuberculosis of the glands
and joints is relatively more frequently brought
about by the bovine virus.- Evidence is now accumu-
lating that when the joints (including the spine)
are affected the human bacillus is most commonly
concerned. With regard to glandular tuberculosis,
the results obtained by different investigators have
varied, but in this case again the predominant
opinion appears now to be that the human bacillus is
more often the causal agent. In the British Medical
Journal of Jan. 17th of this year Dr. A. Philp
Mitchell (Edinburgh) published an interesting
"Report on the Infection of Children with the
Bovine Tubercle Bacillus." After giving a descrip-
tion of the technique which he has employed
for the cultivation of the bacilli and the
methods of distinguishing the types of bacilli,
he lays down the conclusions at which he has
arrived. His material was derived from 72 con-
secutive cases of tuberculous- cervical glands in
children; of these 38 resided in Edinburgh and 3.4
came from neighbouring country districts (within a
radius of 30 miles). Out of these 72 cases, in 65
instances (90 per cent.) the bovine bacillus was
present, and in 7 cases (10 per cent.) the human
bacillus. This is a remarkable result, and Dr.
Mitchell acknowledges that it is widely different from
that obtained by investigators in other countries, but
he maintains that it can be verified by the recogni-
tion of several correlative factors. These are : (1) the
age of the patients (he believes that the import-
ance of examining a large number of consecutive
cases of tuberculosis of the cexvica.1 glands in
young children has not been sufficiently insisted
on) ; (2) in none of the cases of bovine infec-
tion was a family history of tuberculosis noted;

(3) the almost universal practice in Scotlandt
of feeding children with unsterilised cow’s milk;
(4) the’great prevalence in Scotland of tuberculosis.
in dairy cows, and in conjunction with this he-
draws attention to the present very inadequate.
veterinary inspection and the ignorance of the-

dairy farmers in matters relating to bovine tuber-
culosis ; (5) the fact that about two-thirds of the

Edinburgh daily milk-supply comes from small
byres situated in rural districts round the city.,.
where there is practically no supervision. These’
are important observations, the significance of
which would be rendered much stronger if the

suggestions -are in the future corroborated by other
workers, for if infection of the cervical glands in
children is frequently acquired from a bovine-
source, legislation is imperative to protect the-
children, and Dr. Mitchell emphasises his con-

tention that until such measures are obtained cow’g,
milk should always be sterilised before being given
to children. It will be interesting to see whether -
thesa conclusions are contested or supported by
other - investigators. They require most careful.
consideration. 

____

ACUTE RHEUMATISM LOCALISED TO A
PARALYSED LIMB.

IN a recent annotation we called attention to a-.
case reported to the Societe Medicale des H&ocirc;pitaux
of Paris in-which chronic periarthritis of the hand
followed herpes zoster of its dorsal aspect and of 

‘

the forearm. From the beginning the patient
complained of stiffness in the finger-joints. When
the pain ceased the stiffness remained. After two, ..

years there was some improvement, but the hand
could not be shut. Other French cases-arthro-

pathy of the hand localised to the area supplied by-
the affected nerve root and two cases of zona of the

upper limb followed by’lesions resembling arthritis
deformans-were mentioned. In a letter published,
in our columns on Jan. 10th last Dr. P. W. Latham
stated that these cases seemed to illustrate and con--
firm in a remarkable manner the view, which he--
had held for many years, that " the progress,
of arthritis deformans is associated with and de-

pendent upon irritative or destructive lesions
of the anterior oornua of the spinal cord, the

lesions being especially marked in the cervical and
lumbar enlargements." He thought that in some of
the cases of herpes zoster the irritation caused by
the changes in the ganglion cells of the posterior -
roots might give rise to changes in the ganglion
cells of the anterior horns and in the anterior nerve
roots. In this way the nutrition of the muscles..
bones, and joints, over which the ganglion cells of
the anterior horns are supposed to exercise a con-
trolling influence, would be modified and rheu-
matoid arthritis produced in the limb to which the
affected nerve was distributed. At a meeting of-
the Societe M&eacute;dicale des Hopitaux of Paris on
Jan.. 29th M. Georges Guillain and M. Jean
Dubois reported a case which bears out the general
doctrine of the dependency of arthropathy on
nerve influence all the better as it was of quite
a different kind, for there was not nerve irrita-
tion, but the withdrawal of nerve influence which
evidently favoured the attack of the microbe of’
acute rheumatism. The patient was a man, aged 50,
years,. who had suffered from acute rheumatism
15 years previously- He fell and dislocated his right,
shoulder. Reduction was performed at the Necker -

1 THE LANCET, Nov. 29th, 1913, p. 1560.



700

Hospital. Paralysis, most marked in the hand but
involving the whole limb, followed. The only
sensory trouble was a slight band of hypoaesthesia
at the external border of the arm. There was a

partial reacticn of degeneration in all the muscles,
increasing towards the extremity of the limb.

Eight days after the accident acute polyarticular
rheumatism occurred and was localised to all the
fingers of the right hand and the right elbow. The

joints were swollen and very painful, and the over-
lying skin was cedematous, preventing any passive
movement. Under aspirin the attack passed off in
ten days. The case is an excellent example of the
localisation of an infection in an area of which the
nerves are injured. 

____

AT a meeting of Fellows of the Royal College
of Surgeons of England held in Manchester on
Feb. 25th, it was resolved that it is advisable that a
member of the Manchester Medical School should
be a candidate for the next ensuing vacancy on the
Council of the Royal College of Surgeons of

England, and it was agreed to nominate Pro-
fessor W. Thorburn, senior surgeon to the Royal
Infirmary. ____

THE Schorstein Memorial Lectures at the London
Hospital Medical College will be delivered on

Thursdays, March 19th and 26th, at 4.15 P.M., in the
anatomical theatre, by Dr. Henry Head, F.R.S.,
physician to the hospital, who will take as his

subject the Clinical Aspect of Syphilis of the
Nervous System. Members of the medical pro-
fession are cordially invited to attend.

AMONG the 15 candidates who have been recom-
mended by the Council of the Royal Society for
election as Fellows are the following members of
the medical profession: Dr. Arthur Ed win Boycott,
professor of pathology in the University of Man-
chester ; Dr. Henry Hallett Dale, director of the
Wellcome Physiological Research Laboratories;
and Dr. Diarmid Noel Paton, Regius professor of
physiology in the University of Glasgow.

IT has now been settled that the dinner to

Surgeon-General Gorgas and his assistants will be
held on Monday, March 23rd, at 8 P.m., at the Savoy
Hotel. We hope to learn that a good muster of the
medical profession will take place on the occasion.
The work done by Surgeon-General Gorgas and his
staff in the Sanitary Department at Panama is
famous throughout the world, and ought to receive
from the medical profession of this country an
enthusiastic endorsement.

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON.-Dr. F. H. Thiele,
lecturer in bacteriology and immunity at University College
Hospital Medical School and pathologist to University
College Hospital, and Dr. Bernard Hart, lecturer on mental
disease at University College Hospital Medical School, have
been elected Fellows of University College. Dr. Peter

Thompson, professor of anatomy in the University of

Birmingham, has been elected a Fellow of King’s College.-
The twenty-first anniversary of the Union Society of Uni-
versity College will be celebrated on Thursday, March 19th,
when the Foundation Oration will be delivered at 8.30 o’clock
by Sir Edward A. Schafer, F.R.S., professor of physiology
in the University of Edinburgh, and first president of the
society. The subject of the oration is Certain Desirable

Adjuncts to a University Education. Academic dress will
be worn, and there will be a reception and concert at
9.30 P.m.

ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1912 OF THE

CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER OF
THE BOARD OF EDUCATION.

READING the last report of Sir George Newman, chief
medical officer of the Board of Education, the mind turns
for comparison to a general planning and directing the
advance of an army. In the beginning come skirmishing
paragraphs dealing with details in a manner designed
to produce their effect but followed by a series of 16
solid divisions, each treating of some special section
of the work, detailing the way in which the heavy
fighting is done. In the "Conclusion" the general
surveys the course of events, speaks of the issue of the

fighting, and of the future. The whole effect of the report
is one of simplicity and lucidity, which is attained not only
by the presentation of facts but by the suppression of others
which can be treated at another time. Yet so compre-
hensive is the scope of the report that we realise that the
subject of school furniture gets hardly a mention with a
shock of surprise.

In the " Conclusion " Sir George Newman says that
" Medicine is the servant and not the master of education,"
but his conception of service is that of a great leader

serving a great purpose. Medical inspection is &deg;’ con-

tributory to the larger business of education, it is
also closely bound up with the work of public health,"
which again is only one part of "the apparatus of
national welfare." Even the choice of words, "larger
business of education," "apparatus of national welfare,"
shows the mind thinking in terms of big issues. We could
wish that this way of handling big issues could be trans.
ferred more universally to the school medical service in all
parts of the country. In some areas these conceptions do
prevail and the work is moulded on them, but in others,
those, for instance, from which are sent up the "almost
worthless " reports, as the Board of Education stigmatises
them, the medical inspection work is looked at from a

narrow parochial standpoint. Let those parochial areas see
themselves as they are, parts of the nation, and the work
they are doing (monotonously routine although much of it
may be) as part of a great national work, and not only will
they see more truly but do their work better. As Sir George
Newman says, "the local education authorities who take the
widest and truest view of school hygiene and its responsi-
bilities and possibilities are likely to secure not only the
best medical officers but the most capable and enlightened
service from those officers." Reference is also made to the
value of " a reasonable variety of work and" ample oppor-
tunities for research and inquiry," and local education
authorities are urged to encourage their officers to under-
take special practical inquiries.

All the 317 local education authorities have now in being
machinery of a more or less complete kind for the medical
inspection of the million and a half children it is annually
necessary to provide for out of a school population of six
millions. 1111 school medical officers and 742 school nurses
are employed in the work, the teachers, without whom the
work could not go on, cooperate heartily for the most part,
while there is a large army of voluntary and associated
workers more or less directly concerned in inspection and
" following-up" work’with ’reference to treatment. 241 of
the education authorities have appointed the school nurses
above mentioned, and in some cases they also act as school
attendance officers.

The Province of the School Medical Officer.
Medical inspection is at present compulsory for the groups

of " entrants " and " leavers " only, but in 1915 the Board of
Education will demand inspection of an intermediate group.
This intermediate age-group inspection is already carried out
by 120 education authorities, and some have even examined
all the children in their schools. In addition 122 secondary
schools, about one-eighth of the total number upon which
grant is paid, have been inspected. Children selected by
teachers or others on account of some presumed defect for
examination as " specials" account for another considerable
addition to the routine, as do the special inquiries also. Of
these latter, 38 examples are given (many of which have
already been called attention to in reviews of the report


